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Background

& A year ago, staff brought this issues to the
Planning Commission fior discussion

& Issue was tabled while staff addressed other
WOK progiam items

¥ Director’s Rule formalized some tree retention
MEasures In the last year

¥ lonight’s focus! Isf onl tree preservation), but there
alrelmany. relatedrissties) thiat nEEd ter e
aeddressedin the codes landscaping), grading)
and Vegetation Mmanagement




Tree Preservation Issues

Establishea Developing
Neighborhoeods: Neighborhoeods:

¢ Maintenance of & Removal of trees,
existing trees, is a big especially: onl larger
concern lots, IS a big concern

¢ Residents most likelys ¢ Residents most likely
Lo dESIFENEWeEr to desire; strict

rEgulations for regulations for
removal removal




Why Retain Trees?

¢ No Retained Trees e Retained Trees
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Tree retention: preserves natural drainage features,
prevents erosion, provides habitat, insulates against

wind and sun, buffers noise, reduces pollution, and is
aesthetically pleasing.




Why Remove Trees’?

Tree Removal:
prevents hazards,
enhances VIEWS,
makes
development
easler;, IS an
aesthetic
Prefierence,
PFOLECLS PrOPENL
FIgts, and avelds
messes or
AUISENCES! fifom
dropped il
leaVves, needles.




Comprehensive Plan Policies

¢ Objective CD-A is to preserve the City’'s unigue
natural features

¢ Policy CD-1 instructs the City to integrate
development around natural areas including
noetable stands of trees

¢ Policy: CD-5 emphasizes; the importance off
creating NativerGrowth Protection Areas

o Objecuive CP-F promoetES: the) PrOotECLION: O VIEWS
PV POlICY and threughrdevelopment standards
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Comprehensive Plan Policies

Objectives CD-J and CD-K encourage landscape
plans city-wide and for new site plans

Policy: CID-45 states that existing, mature
vegetation and distinctive trees should be
retained

Policy: CD-46) requires that significant views be
accounted fertin early: development: stages), to
prevent future removal off VIEW-BIeCKING trEES

Policy: €D-501states that trees should e USEd as
landscaping andfretalined WheREeVver possible




Comprehensive Plan Policies

¢ Objective EN-F instructs the City to conduct a

stormwater management program that optimizes
City resources

¢ Policy EN-24 encourages the maintenance and
ennancement off natural drainage systems

o Policy EN-3i states that natural features should
PE protected Whenever fieasible in the

Implementation; oif Stiffiace Water management
SY/SEEMS




RMC Tree Regulations

¢ lrees, regardless of size, are treated similarly

¢ Only reguires retention of trees in critical areas
and buffers and native growth protection areas

¢ [he internal area created! by the perimeter
setbacks s considered the Iand C arlng line

¢ Allews tree remoeval fior: Emer enC|es
diseased trees, utility and roea
ExXpansion, Bhd commerciel
AUrSeriesiand agricultiire

¢ Allows miner tree cutting activities)
WithHets URGER 72 aCre EXempt o
all reguirements




RMC Tree Regulations

¢ No specific incentive for tree retention

¢ [here are minimal reqguirements for the
protection of retained trees during construction

» No reguirement for replacing
required trees i thiey: must
e rEmoVved

» Norreguirement termalntain
fetaiNEd trEEeS




Director's Rule

¢ Authority from RMC 4-4-130H, which says that
the Development Services Director can reqguire
additional measures to retain existing vegetation

¢ Requires a tree inventory of all trees 6 diameter
or larger

o 25%0 off all trees 8 diameter or larger must be
fetained and' protected (SemE; SPECIES are
excluded iirom: this reduiremeni)




Director's Rule

¢ lrees that cannot be retained shall be replaced at
a 1:1 ratio

¢ lrees in critical areas and native growith
Protection easements are already: protected by
RME and noet subject to) this rule

¢ [Ihere have) been Implementation challenges




=1 Next Steps

¢ Continue to develop an approach for tree
preservation in Renton

o Staiil willl prepare; furrther materials and dirafit code
for Planning Commission| Feview

¢ [nvite the public tor commENt Gn any. Propoesed
Changes




The Direction Staff is Heading

¢ [lree retention Is a priority in Renton

¢ [ree retention measures for nhew development are
needed... 25%  Is a starting point

¢ Installation of new street trees should not be
credited toward retention/replacement

FeduUirements

¢ Better tools are needed! tor provide Incentives and
enforce reguirements fior tree; retention

¢ When trees) are replaced (Vs. retained) a stricter
Standard should BErUSEd O replacement

¢ [irée standaras shoulld address ISSUES [N NEW
develeopmenitandiint existing nelgnperneeds







